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R E  In the Matter of bettlon 272(b)(l)'s YOpente Independentw 
Requlrement for, Sectlon 272 Afflllates, WC Docket No. 03-228 

Dear Commlssloners: 

Thls letter addresser the Federal Communlcations Commission's 
notlce of proposed rulemaklng In WC Docket No. 03-228 
regardlng sectlon 272(b)(l)'s yoperate Independentlp 
requlrement. I am a Nev8da State Assemblyman mpmsentlng 
portlons or all of Lander, Churchlll, Eureka, Whlte Plno, Pershlng, 
Washoe and Humboldt countles. The dlstrlct that I represent is 
very rural. Four hundrad and elghty (480) mlles across the state 
from Baker at the Utah line to Oerlach In nodhorn Washoe 
county. Most of my constituents ncelvo bask telephono sewlce 
from an Incumbent local exchange carrler - SBC. Even though 
Lander County is a very rural area, SBC has one employee who 
resides in thls area to malntaln bask local telephone sewlce. 

My conrtltuonts would benoflt greatly If they also had access to 
broadband senrlces such as DSL. However, at present, It is not 



oconomlcally vlable for the ILEC to also provlde DSL services In 
thls nmote ama buausa the Yoperate Indepondentw 
requlmmenta make It dlfflcult for a rlngle employee to work on 
DSL and bask tekphone sorvlces. I f  a soparato vlrlt to thlr area 
is roqulred each tlme a customer needs help wlth DSL 
Installation or malntenance, It would requln elght (6) hours of 
round trip travel. 

I understand that you will soon be votlng on whether to mod@ 
these roqulnments. I encourage you to change the rules so that 
It wlll be economlcally viable for companles to Install and 
malntaln broadband servlces In rural anas. In rural anas, such 
as my dlstrlct, It makos at lot of sense to have the same person 
support as many u n l c m  u poulble. By lmlng the current 
requlmment to operate Independently you will bo helplng my 
constltumb galn access to Important technologlor that wlll help 
wlth lucal economlc development. Thls Is the 21* century - rural 
Nevada nods the opportunlty to be compotltlve wlth the uaan 
areddlstrlcts. 

Please feel free to contact ma If you want to dlscuu thls In more 
dotall. I can be reached at (775)237-5300. 

I wish to expnu my d n c m  thanks In your conslderatlon of thls 
very noded and Important change. 

Pete Golcoechea 
Nevada Stata Arwmblyman, 
Distrlct 135 
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